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parents tell of growth they have noticed since an earlier letter,
of home activities and cooperation the child has shown, and
of special guidance they wish the school to give.
Experimental groups, finding the personal letter too labori-
ous when large groups of children are concerned, seem to
favor the booklet form of report which allows space for writ-
ten comments and replies from parents. When used in com-
bination with parent-teacher-pupil conferences, this method
has been found satisfactory.
Teachers9 records of group progress interest parents.
Teachers of the preschool, primary, and elementary groups
have found it valuable to them, and informative for parents
to keep a record of group experiences. Especially important
are records in which children of different age groups, teachers
other than the homeroom one, and parents have cooperated.
The records may be compiled at the close of the half or full
year, and may become part of the all-school record showing
what goals have been accomplished. In a progressive modern
program, the post-experience record of those which, when
evaluated, have proved of worth becomes a foundation for
curriculum improvement the following year. Teachers using
this method of program building meet frequently during the
year to evaluate the activities in terms of the stated goals of
the learning unit, and to make revisions as the experiences
progress, so that the concluding record represents an appraised
one. Although all teachers in a given school may not operate '
on the plan, teachers engaged in the core program might initi-
ate it there.
Promotions necessitate adaptations in marking. Grading,
marks, and promotion have traditionally been associated with
success in school. Until a different system is more prevalent
than it is today, teachers of upper elementary pupils about to
enter high school may have to translate informal statements
of pupil accomplishments, made on the basis of a pupil's bet-
tering his own previous record, into letter form, and rank
pupils for promotion. Evaluation of standing in many dif-
ferent kinds of experiences can be made by* computing the